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During the weekend the Mexican Socialist Party (PMS) formally dissolved itself to merge with
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas' center-left Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRD). According to
unidentified political analysts cited by Copley News Service, the dissolution and merger is likely
to permit Cardenas' party to field its own candidates in key local elections this year, including in
Baja California and Michoacan states. Without the PMS membership roll, Cardenas would have
had to wait until his party's own registration was complete. The PRD also has access to the PMS's
grass- roots organization. Mexico's communist party was established in 1919 toward the end of
the revolution. The party functioned legally and sometimes underground until it became the core
of the United Socialist Party of Mexico (PSUM) in 1981. In March 1987, the PSUM became the
Mexican Socialist Party (PMS). At that time, the party dispensed with communist symbols such as
the hammer and sickle logo. In 1988, the PMS joined other leftist parties in the National Democratic
Front coalition headed by Cardenas, a former member of the ruling Institutional Revolutionary
Party (PRI), and son of former President Lazaro Cardenas. The Front received at least one-third of
the vote nationwide, won four Senate seats from the PRI for the first time, and relegated the rightist
National Action Party (PAN) to the status of third political force. By late 1988, Cardenas was able to
bring together hundreds of thousands of supporters in downtown Mexico City by claiming that PRI
candidate Carlos Salinas de Gortari gained the presidency only through electoral fraud. Cardenas
rejected violence and backed down from a direct confrontation with government forces. Salinas
proceeded to divide the coalition and create a positive image for himself. Earlier this year, Cardenas'
coalition broke down. Two of its parties, including the Popular Socialist Party (PPS), returned to the
fold of PRI allies. Cardenas then decided to form the PRD, grounded on principles of populism and
nationalism similar to those of Lazaro Cardenas. The party was formally launched May 5 during
a rally in Mexico City. About 20,000 people attended the ceremony. (Basic data from Notimex,
05/14/89; Copley News Service, 05/15/89)
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